

English 102-556 (Summer I Professor Murray)-Essay III: Rhetorical Analysis
As you have been learning over the past two days, writers, speakers, filmmakers engage in a variety of rhetorical techniques to persuade viewer, readers and listeners to their point of view. We have said in class that the medium—whether it’s an audio recording, a full-length film, a formal speech or a written essay—also contributes to how the authors use pathos, logos or ethos. 
Directions: You will write a rhetorical analysis based on one of the questions listed below. You will put together an annotated bibliography. Along with the speech or reading itself, you must use at least three outside sources and you must provide some background on the main reading or speech itself.  Additionally, you will use MLA in-text citations to cite your sources and a works cited section (a bibliography) to list the sources you used in your paper. You must include a peer review memo based on the feedback you received from your peer review and Prof. Murray. 
Due Dates: Annotated Bibliography—Tuesday, June 23. Rough Draft Review: Wed. June 24 and Thursday June 25. (Friday, June 26—if necessary). Put rough drafts on Blackboard under assignments and tests. Final Draft: June 29 by 11:59pm. (No late papers will NOT be accepted—don’t forget your revision memo and your works cited section).
1. Martin Luther King Jr. makes use of all three rhetorical modes in Letter from a Birmingham Jail.  Pick the most dominant rhetorical mode he uses to get his message out from a Letter from a Birmingham Jail. Pick at least three other speeches from King in which he uses the message and rhetorical mode you selected. 

2. In Michelle Obama’s speeches to both Bowie State and Tuskegee, the former First-Lady has a message to African-American students.  What do you that message is and what rhetorical mode does she use to effectively get that message to students?

3. In his “A More Perfect Union Speech”, candidate Barack Obama is reacting to a video of a sermon by his former pastor Jeremiah Wright who said made some controversial remarks about America and racism that included the quote, “God Damn America.” Write an essay that focuses on Obama’s message about Wright’s remarks and race in America and the rhetorical mode he uses to create understanding for his audience.
